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Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1960.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  given  in  Circular  1/61 
(Wales). 

No  unusual  trends  were  shown  by  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
year  1960.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  62,  was  in  keeping 
with  previous  years  ; 14  of  these  were  due  to  carcinoma  of  the 
lung  or  bronchus  ; only  one  of  the  14  deaths  occurred  in  a woman. 
Coronary  disease  and  angina  accounted  for  74  deaths  out  of  a 
total  of  428,  and  as  expected  the  number  in  males,  54,  was  over 
twice  that  of  females.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  peak 
incidence  in  males  occurred  in  the  age  group  45-64  years,  and 
in  females  in  the  age  group  65-74  years.  The  falling  death  rate 
from  tuberculosis  continued.  In  1948,  there  were  29  deaths  from 
this  disease.  A steady  decrease  has  produced  figures  of  3,  4 and 
3 respectively  for  the  last  three  years. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the 
year  and  there  was  no  confirmed  case  of  Poliomyelitis.  Six  cases 
of  food  poisoning  were  notified  all  due  to  Salmonella  infections. 
In  three  cases  Salmonella  typhi-murium  was  the  causative 
organism  and  in  the  remaining  three  Salmonella  Stanley  was 
isolated.  They  included  two  small  family  outbreaks.  The  cause 
of  the  infections  was  not  discovered  and  no  further  cases  occurred 
but  the  stools  of  several  of  the  persons  infected  remained  positive 
for  some  months.  On  1st  December,  1960,  anthrax  was  made 
a notifiable  disease  under  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1960. 

The  Health  Department  continued  to  concern  itself  with  the 
testing  and  control  of  a number  of  small  rural  water  supplies  which 
are  situated  on  the  periphery  of  the  area  and  supply  a number  of 
outlying  villages  and  hamlets.  In  spite  of  continued  vigilance  it 
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is  evident  that  these  scattered  supplies  are  on  the  whole 
unsatisfactory.  They  cannot  be  expected  to  give  as  consistently 
good  a water  as  the  larger  undertakings.  During  the  year  under 
review  work  was  commenced  on  Salem,  Rhos  and  Twyn  (Velindre) 
Water  Schemes  and  new  supplies  for  Craigcefnparc,  Cwmllynfell 
and  Rhiwfawr  came  under  active  consideration. 

On  31st  December,  1960,  644  applicants  remained  on  the 
Council’s  housing  list.  On  the  same  date  in  1959,  there  were 
834  applicants  on  the  list  but  this  drop  of  190  does  not  reflect  the 
true  state  of  affairs  as  in  January,  1960,  all  applicants  were  asked 
to  renew  their  forms  and  a number  did  not  do  so  having  in  the 
meantime  left  the  area  or  solved  their  own  problems.  It  is  found 
necessary  to  renew  the  forms  evry  three  years.  During  the  year 
105  families  were  rehoused,  99  under  the  points  scheme  and  the 
remaining  6 as  keyworkers,  etc.  It  has  continued  to  be  the 
Council’s  policy  to  deal  with  individual  unfit  houses  wherever 
necessary  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  and  also  three 
small  clearance  areas  were  defined,  the  two  smallest  consisting  of 
2 and  3 houses  respectively  on  the  site  of  the  landslip  in 
Godrergraig  which  occurred  the  previous  year.  The  third 
clearance  area  also  in  Godrergraig  applied  to  a terrace  of  12  old 
and  dilapidated  houses. 

During  the  year  this  Council  continued  to  press  for  the 
establishment  of  a plastic  surgery  unit  in  South  West  Wales  in 
order  to  obviate  the  road  journey  of  approximately  75-120  miles 
undertaken  from  various  parts  of  South  West  Wales  to  the  present 
hospital  at  Chepstow.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Welsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board  concerning  the  matter. 

In  1 960  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  became  law.  Although  no 
serious  public  noise  problems  occur  in  this  area  at  present  the 
Act  gives  wide  powers  to  local  authorities  the  use  of  which  can 
become  necessary  at  any  time. 

It  is  desired  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  co-operation  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
have  at  all  times  carried  out  their  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
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Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  M.  DAVIES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  John  Bale 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  G.  M.  Davies,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.B.E.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.I.Hsg.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 
ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL: 

Senior  Assistant : John  Rogers 

Mary  E.  Davies,  Rufus  Thomas,  Banks  P.  Rees,  Dilys  Stephens 

SECTION  A— STATISTICS 

Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps  34,969  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  mid-year  population  ...  31,450 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1960  £269,444 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  31/3/60  £1,020 

Live  Births 

Number  422 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted)  13.55 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  3.31 

Still-births 

Number  5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  11.71 

Total  live  and  still-births 427 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  15 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  35.55 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  35.55 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 26.07 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births 21.33 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still-births)  32.79 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  (all  ages)  428 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted)  14.70 

Deaths  from  Cancer  52 

Deaths  from  Gastro-enteritis  (under  1 year)  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1960 
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There  were  no  Outworkers  registered  with  the  Authority  during  1960. 

Report  under  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

All  factories  were  supervised  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Acts,  and  as  indicated  in  the 
foregoing  tables  all  defects  were  remedied  without  the  institution  of  proceedings. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR,  1960 
CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES,  CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1960 


NEO  NATAL 
MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1,000 

| Live  Birthi 

15.6 

21.45 

22.35 

19.30 

30.30 

24.54 

26.35 

24.79 

14.18 

12.54 

24.24 

6.71 

17.04 

Deaths 
under 
4 weeks 

1 

1 

267 

196 

r- 

OO 

12 

ON 

v— 4 

NO 

OO 

m 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1.00C 
Live 
Births 

1 

21.7 

29.49 

30.68 

26.64 

40.40 

34.76 

33.29 

OO 

ON 

ri 

OO 

21.94 

30.30 

r- 

NO* 

24.90 

Deaths 
under 
1 Year 

16,961 

367  | 

ON 

NO 

(N 

86 

3 

r- 

3 

8 

r- 

o 

" 

ON 

DEATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Adjusted 

1 

14.02 

14.22 

13.59 

14.74 

15.49 

12.45 

14.30 

11.63 

13.61 

6Z'9I 

13.97 

12.42 

Crude 

1 

i 

11.5 

6VZI 

12.26 

12.03 

14.45 

12.80 

9.58 

11.35 

10.77 

o 

OO 

d 

13.46 

15.02 

i 

13.35 

* i 
a o 
1 c 

J 

i 

L) 

3 

526,278 

9,112 

6,559 

2,553 

570 

389 

364 

160 

243 

295 

160 

515 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Popi  lation 

Adjusted 

16.32 

16.05 

17.33 

15.51 

15.93 

18.02 

17.21 

18.03 

14.17 

15.05 

13.85 

20.18 

Crude 

17.1 

. i 

16.65 

16.38 

m 

rn 

15.06 

16.09 

18.97 

16.71 

OO 

ON 

OO 

14.17 

15.05 

13.99 

19.78 

Number 

ot 

Births 

782,673 

12,447 

8,768 

3,679 

594 

489 

721 

605 

282 

319 

330 

149 

763 

Estimated 

Population 

1960 

747,490 

535,200 

212,290 

39,450 

t 

30,390 

38,010 

1 

36,210 

i 

14,860 

22,510 

21,920 

10.650 

38,570 

ingland  and  Wales  

Administrative  County 

Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts 

Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts 
Aberdare  and  Aberdare  Urban 
Mountain  Ash 

Mountain  AshUrban 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Urban 
Gelligaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

Mid-Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban 

Maesteg  Urban  

Ogmore  & Garw 
Urban 

Porthcawl  Urban 
Penybont  Rural  ... 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1960 
Births 


Live  Bir 

ihs 

Still  Bir 

hs 

M. 

F . 

Total 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

231 

191 

422 

Total  

2 

3 

5 

Legitimate 

223 

185 

408 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  of  In: 
1 Year  c 

ants 
>f  A 

un 

ge 

der 

Deaths  of  In: 
4 weeks 

'ants 
if  l 

un 

^ge 

der 

Deaths  of  In: 
1 week  c 

"anti 
>f  A 

un 

ge 

der 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

12 

12 

3 

3 

15 

15 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

8 

8 

3 

3 

11 

11 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

7 

7 

2 

2 

9 

9 

STATISTICAL  TABLE— COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1938—1960 


Year 

Registrar  General’s 
Estimate  of  Population 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Total 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Population 

1938 

33,940 

436 

12.8 

412 

12.11 

1939 

33,780 

420 

12.4 

418 

12.3 

1940 

33,220 

484 

13.8 

420 

12.6 

1941 

34,330 

552 

14.6 

407 

11.9 

1942 

32,510 

583 

16.8 

399 

12.3 

1943 

31,550 

570 

17.6 

406 

12.8 

1944 

32,250 

571 

17.7 

411 

12.7 

1945 

32,520 

515 

15.8 

399 

12.3 

1946 

33,160 

576 

17.4 

408 

12.3 

1947 

33,110 

557 

16.8 

426 

12.9 

1948 

32,760 

539 

16.5 

386 

11.8 

1949 

32,780 

472 

14.4 

432 

13.2 

1950 

32,650 

456 

13.97 

462 

14.15 

1951 

32,340 

428 

13.23 

458 

14.16 

1952 

32,110 

468 

14.57 

427 

13.30 

1953 

32,170 

448 

13.93 

425 

13.21 

1954 

32,190 

459 

1426 

430 

13.36 

1955 

32,170 

432 

13.43 

473 

14.70 

1956 

32,050 

439 

13.97 

477 

16.07 

1957 

31,880 

435 

13.78 

423 

14.46 

1958 

31,750 

426 

13.55 

452 

15.52 

1959 

31,580 

416 

13.30 

396 

13  67 

1960 

31.450 

422 

13.55 

428 

14.70 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1946—1960 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate  under 
One  Year  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

1946 

17.4 

52.0 

12.3 

1947 

16.8 

45.0 

12.9 

1948 

16.5 

37.1 

11.8 

1949 

14.4 

51.0 

13.2 

1950 

13.97 

35.09 

14.15 

1951 

13.23 

30.37 

14.16 

1952 

14.57 

32.05 

13.30 

1953 

13.93 

49.11 

13.21 

1954 

14.26 

39.22 

13.36 

1955 

13.43 

20.83 

14.70 

1956 

13.97 

27.33 

16.07 

1957 

13.78 

27.59 

14.46 

1958 

13.55 

18.78 

15.52 

1959 

13.30 

28.85 

13.67 

1960 

13.55 

35.55 

14.70 
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ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  (Excluding  Motor  Accidents)  1960 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Mawr 

Blaenegel 
& Mawr 

■ 

Alltygrug 

Cwmllyn- 

fell 

Asphyxia  due  to  drowning 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Crushed  between  crane 

and  railway  wagon  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pontine  haemorrhage/  head  injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  shock  whilst  at  work 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS,  1960 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Blaenegel 
& Mawr 

Alltygrug 

Fractured  Skull — 
pedestrian  v motor  car 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Multiple  injuries — 
car  ran  off  road  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Crushed  chest — 

passenger  in  lorry  v motor  van 

1 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

1 

2 

SUICIDE,  I960 


Cause 

Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

M 

F 

Rhyndwyclydach 

Caegurwen 

Asphyxia  due  to  drowning 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Asphyxia  due  to  hanging 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  electric  shocks 

1 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

3 

— 

2 

1 

Page  Fifteen 


SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cockett,  Swansea. 
Samples  for  chemical  analysis  and  those  in  connection  with  air 
pollution  continued  to  be  taken  to  the  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Numbers  of  samples  of  various  kinds  taken  during  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 

WATER : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 102 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  58 

SWIMMING  BATHS  WATER: 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 30 

Chemical  Examination  4 

MILK  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination  ...  ...  ...  11 

BIOLOGICAL  Examination  . 4 

ICECREAM  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 12 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  Nil 

SEWAGE  : 

CRUDE  Sewage 8 

EFFLUENT  Analysis  2 

(b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services. 

Welfare  and  Ambulance  services  within  the  area  continue  to 

be  maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  Your  Officers 
work  in  harmonious  co-operation  with  the  County  Council’s 
Officers  on  any  matters  touching  upon  our  joint  responsibilities. 
This  invariably  happens  in  the  case  of  individuals  needing  hostel 
accommodation. 

The  Ambulance  sub-station  at  Ynisderw  House  continues  to 
fulfil  a most  useful  purpose,  and  the  service  is  appreciated  in 
the  locality. 

The  Glantawe  Hospital  Management  Committee  continued  to 
be  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Clydach  and 
Gellynudd  Hospitals. 

The  arrangements  commenced  last  year  by  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  the  setting  up  of  a Hearing  Aids 
service  at  Ynisderw  House  were  completed  early  in  the  year  under 
review,  the  first  session  being  held  on  the  8th  April,  1960.  Sessions 
continue  to  be  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Friday  of  each 
month,  and  a technician  is  in  attendance  to  undertake  the  repair, 
maintenance  and  renewal  of  batteries  of  hearing  aids.  The 
sessions  seem  to  be  well  attended  and  fulfil  a very  useful  purpose 
to  the  community. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
the  burial  of  unclaimed  dead. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Water. 

The  Cray  Reservoir  of  the  Swansea  Corporation  continues  to 
be  the  District  ’s  main  source  of  supply.  During  1960  for 
domestic  and  industrial  use  bulk  purchases  were  approximately 
635  million  gallons.  Additional  supplies  to  supplement  this  main 
source  are  obtained  from  the  Council’s  own  springs  and  tanks 
situated  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  area.  These  are 
maintained  by  the  Council’s  Engineering  and  Water  Department. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  in  all  parishes  has  been 
generally  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity, 
except  for  occasional  dry  weather  shortages  in  the 
Rhiwfawr  area. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical  analyses  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  the  results  indicating  that 
the  supplies  on  the  whole  are  of  the  nature  required  for 
human  consumption. 

(3)  There  was  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead  in  two  areas 
during  the  year.  At  Rhydygwin,  Craigcefnparc,  an  old  lead 
main  was  replaced  by  80  yards  of  polythene  main  and  no 
further  trouble  was  experienced.  This  area  is  included  in 
the  proposed  new  Craigcefnparc  scheme.  At  Felindre,  the 
water  supplied  from  the  Lliw  Reservoir  of  the  Swansea 
Corporation  became  plumbo-solvent  to  varying  degrees. 
Swansea  Corporation  were  approached  on  the  matter  and 
took  immediate  action  to  deal  with  the  trouble.  Subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory  on  analysis. 

(4)  The  Felindre  area  supply  was  also  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory  for  a short  time  and  was  remedied  by 
improved  chlorination. 

(5)  Approximately  9,600  dwellings  having  a population  of 
about  30,000  are  supplied  with  piped  water  from  public 
mains  direct  to  their  houses.  Approximately  one  hundred 
premises  have  a private  supply  from  wells  or  springs  and 
a few  isolated  houses  depend  on  stand  pipes  where  the 
mains  terminate  out  of  reach  of  the  premises. 

Public  Swimming  Baths. 

The  two  open  air  swimming  baths  continued  in  use  at 
Clydach  and  Ystalyfera  during  the  summer  months.  The  Clydach 
baths  are  supplied  from  the  Lower  Clydach  river,  the  water  being 
continuously  circulated  by  pumping  through  high  pressure  filters 
and  chlorinated.  The  Ystalyfera  baths  draw  their  supply  from 
a private  spring  on  the  mountainside,  supplemented  in  dry  weather 
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by  the  Cray  mains  supply.  The  water  is  treated  similarly  to  the 
process  at  Clydach  and  is  changed  frequently  during  the  summer 
at  both  places. 

The  baths  are  maintained  by  the  Rhyndwyclydach  and 
Llanguicke  Parish  Councils  respectively,  samples  being  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  public  health  inspectors  of  this 
authority.  Results  on  the  whole  have  again  been  quite 
satisfactory. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Over  the  decade  or  so  which  has  followed  the  formation  of 
the  Rivers  Boards  there  has  undoubtedly  been  a great  improvement 
in  the  conditions  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  country  generally. 
Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Rivers  Boards  control  was  difficult 
due  to  the  fact  that  rivers  run  successively  through  the  areas  of 
differing  authorities  in  different  counties.  The  present  organization 
is  regional  and  therefore  able  to  take  action  for  the  whole  of  a 
river.  There  is  close  co-operation  in  this  area  between  your 
authority  and  the  South  West  Wales  Rivers  Board.  Mutual 
problems  are  frequently  discussed  and  analysed  results  inter- 
changed. The  Department  continues  as  in  previous  years  to  issue 
advice  publicly  regarding  swimming  in  places  where  health  hazards 
are  believed  to  exist. 


Development  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  position  as  regards  schemes  in  progress  and  proposed  is 
as  follows  : — 


Salem  (Felindre)  Scheme  (£1,288) 
Rhos  and  District  (£6,966) 

Twyn  (Felindre)  Extension 

Craigcefnparc  Scheme  

Cwmllynfell  and  Rhiwfawr 


Commenced 
Commenced 
Commenced 
Receiving  Consideration 
Receiving  Consideration 


The  improvement  proposed  at  Rhiwfawr  by  the  construction 
of  a new  tank  has  been  extended  to  incorporate  the  provision  of  a 
new  rising  main  from  the  Swansea  17  inch  main  which  would 
supply  Rhiwfawr  and  Coedffaldau,  thus  eliminating  the  present 
unsatisfactory  local  supplies  in  both  areas.  This  scheme  is  receiving 
consideration. 


SEWERAGE  : 

Glais  Scheme  (£9,194) 
Fforestgoch  Scheme 
Valley  Trunk  Sewer 


Receiving  Consideration 
. . . Receiving  Consideration 
Receiving  Consideration 


The  Valley  Trunk  Sewer  is  urgently  needed.  Until  it  is 
constructed  the  unsatisfactory  position  at  Godre  rgraig. 
Ynysmeudwy,  Pontardawe  and  Trebanos  cannot  be  reasona 

improved. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


It  is  now  15  years  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the 
recommencement  of  house  building  by  local  authorities.  It  is 
interesting  to  consider  the  improvement  in  circumstances  which 
this  decade  and  a half  of  local  effort  has  brought  to  many 
thousands  of  people.  Of  the  early  families  rehoused  from 
unsatisfactory  conditions  the  young  children  of  that  date  are  now 
themselves  adults.  The  standard  of  their  accommodation  during 
these  later  years  has  without  doubt  disinclined  them  to  commencing 
their  married  life  in  circumstances  of  a lesser  standard.  The 
normal  amenities  of  a sound  house  of  adequate  size  and  provided 
with  cooking  and  washing  facilities  have  quite  properly  become  to 
them  basic  requirements.  In  order  to  achieve  these  standards 
these  young  couples  have  in  many  cases  purchased  old  properties 
and  through  the  Council’s  improvement  grant  facilities  brought 
them  up  to  a good  standard. 

The  number  of  such  premises  vacant  and  capable  of 
improvement  is  obviously  limited  and  with  the  absence  of  private 
building  in  the  area  these  young  families  can  only  hope  for  a 
solution  of  their  problem  through  Council  house  facilities.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Council’s  level  of  building  will  continue  in 
order  that  the  gain  of  past  years  raising  standards  is  not  lost 
through  young  married  couples  being  forced  to  revert  to  living 
conditions  they  left  with  their  parents  years  before. 

The  accompanying  tables  indicate  the  rehousing  activity  of 
the  Council  during  the  year  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  report  sets  out  action  taken  under  your  Council’s 
general  housing  powers. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WAITING  LIST— 31st  DECEMBER,  1960 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEARS  1946 — 1960 


Total  Number 
of  Families 
Prov.  with  Alt. 
Accom.  (Pts. 
Scheme,  Other 
Cases,  Trans- 
fers, Sub- 
Tenancies.) 

(1)  + (2)  + (3) 
924 

186 

77 

77 

35 

274 

435 

281 

486 

160 

386 

3,221 

Transfers  <fc 
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SECTION  E. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 


MILK 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  on  October  1st,  1960,  the  Council 
ceases  to  be  responsible  for  the  granting  of  dealers’  licences  after 
this  year.  All  dealers’  licences  (except  for  a few  kinds  granted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture),  to  sell  designated  milks  within 
the  area  will  henceforth  be  granted  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  authority  for  the  area. 

Distributors  of  milk  and  dairy  premises  within  the  area 
continue  to  be  registered  by  this  Council  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations. 

The  numbers  of  distributors,  dairies  and  dealers  of  various 
kinds  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  THE 
MILK  REGULATIONS 


Parish  of 

£ 

o 

tj 

Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Rhyn- 

dwy- 

clydach 

Llan- 

guicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

Ynisy- 

morid 

Mawr 

Sources  ) 

Outside 

Area 

Total 

Registere 

Distributors 

3 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

Dairies  

4 

9 

1 

1 

1 

— 

16 

Dealers — Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk 

— 



1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk  .... 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

12 

Dealers — 

Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

14 

Dealers — 

Sterilised  Milk  ... 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

14 

Supplementary 
Licences — 
All  Milks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

Total  Registrations 

12 

35 

15 

5 

5 

20 

92 
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Milk  Samples. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  and  biological  purposes  are  as  follows. 
Examinations  were  made  at  the  Swansea  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 


Laboratory 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Swansea 

Bacteriological  Examination 

11 

11 

— 

100% 

Biological  Examination  

4 

4 

— 

100% 

Icecream. 

Samples  were  collected  during  the  year  and  taken  to  Swansea 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  Details  are  as  follows  : 


No.  of  samples  taken  : 

15 

No. 

% 

Provisional 

Grade 

1 : Satisfactory  

11 

91.7 

» 

3 : Fair  only  - 

1 

8.3 

»> 

>> 

2 : Fairly  Satisfactory  

— 

— 

» 

>> 

4 : Unsatisfactory  

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 
(FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  SECTION  16) 


Purposes  for  which 
Registered 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Totcl 

Regis- 

tered 

Clyd. 

Gell. 

X 

C3 

Ynis. 

G 

§ 

<y 

CQ 

God. 

Allt. 

Cwm. 

a 

U 

Manufacture 
and  Sale  : 

(i)  Complete 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Cold  Mix 
(ii)  Hot  Mix 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Sale  : 

(i)  Prepacked 

18 

6 

6 

— 

5 

11 

6 

16 

2 

10 

80 

(ii)  Loose 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

9 

Total  Registered 

21 

6 

6 

— 

5 

14 

8 

20 

3 

14 

97 

The  following  samples  of  foodstuffs  were  taken  in  the 
Pontardawe  Rural  District  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1960.  Our  thanks  are  expressed 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  information. 


Almonds  (ground)  ...  4 

Aspirins 1 

Baby  Food  1 

Baking  Powder 10 

Milk  143 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ...  5 

Cake  Sponge  Pastry  Mix  etc  13 

Cereals  6 

Peel  (mixed)  2 

Cod  Liver  Oil  2 

Colouring  1 

Sago  5 

Cooking  Fat  1 

Cream  18 


Marmarlade  2 

Marzipan  1 

Meat  Paste  ...  ...  23 

Meat  Products  (canned)  2 

Mincemeat  4 

Butter  11 

Orange  and  Lemon  Curd  1 

Pearl  Barley  3 

Pepper  9 

Pudding  (canned)  ...  5 

Rice  9 

Salad  Cream  4 

Salt  ...  ...  _ 1 

Sauces  7 
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Curry  Powder  ... 

2 

Semolina  

3 

Dessicated  Coconut 

8 

Soda  Water  

3 

Dessert  Powder  ... 

7 

Soft  Drinks  

18 

Dripping 

1 

Soft  Drink  Powder 

2 

Soup  (canned)  . . . 

3 

Fish  (canned)  

3 

Spaghetti  (canned) 

1 

Fish  (frozen)  

3 

Spices  

7 

Fish  Paste  

5 

Stomach  Powder 

1 

Flavouring  

6 

Flour  

1 

Fruit  (canned) 

17 

Fruit  (dried) 

2 

Sugar  

2 

Fruit  Juice 

...  13 

Table  Jelly  

3 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

2 

Tapioca  

1 

Glucose  

1 

Tea  

8 

Glycerine 

1 

Treacle 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

4 

Vegetables  (canned) 

14 

Health  Salts 

4 

Vegetables  (dried) 

3 

Vinegar  

...  21 

Honey  

4 

Vitamin  Tabs.  etc. 

2 

Ice  Cream  

20 

Carroway  Seeds  . . . 

1 

Liquid  Paraffin 

1 

Meat  Pies 

2 

Lard  

2 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 

Macaroni  

1 

Sausages 

3 

Vegetable  Salad 

1 

Yeast  

1 

Margarine  

2 

Remarks : 

2 samples  of  sausages  contained  undeclared  preservatives. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors  resulting  in  fines 
of  £5  and  £3. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

& 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1,084 

403 

746 

26,012 

2,514 

Number  Inspected  

1,084 

403 

746 

26,012 

2,514 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

1 

9 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

501 

330 

25 

8,903 

— 

Percentage  of  Number 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 

46.2% 

81.8% 

3.3% 

34.2% 

41.1% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned  . ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

61 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

.09% 

.24% 

— 

— 

2.42% 

Cysticercosis 


6 cases  were  found  during  the  year 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1 


Total 

CA 

- 

s© 

126 

140 

Dec. 

53 

53 

Nov. 
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- 

1 1 ~ 
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VO 

67 

Oct. 

1 
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I 1 1 

m 

Sept. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 - 

y—* 

Aug. 

1 1 04  1 1 1 1 

n 

July 

1 1 1 1 1 1 " 

June 

1 1 1 " 1 1 1 

m 

May 

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 

1 

A pril 

1 1 1 1 - 1 1 

- 

o 

£ 

5 
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" 1 1 
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I 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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Jan. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING 

THE  YEAR  I960 


Total 

2 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

126 

140 

WARD  OR  PARISH 

Godrer- 

graig 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Cwm- 

llynfeli 

1 1 - 1 1 1 1 

- 

Ynis- 

ymond 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

C.  C. 
Parc 

- 1 1 1 1 1 ^ 

fee 

-i:  a 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Garn- 
swllt  & 
Velin- 
dre 

1 1 " 1 1 1 10 

Gwaun- 

cae- 

gunver 

1 1 | | " 

vo 

1 

3 8 

o O 

1 1 1 ~ 1 1 ^ 

00 

5 

•a 

cc 

1 " 1 1 1 1 2 

r- 

Cily- 

bebyll 

1 1 1 1 1 J * 

Tf 

Clyd- 

ach 

^ 1 1 " I - s 

ON 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia  

Whooping  Cough  

Food  Poisoning  

Meningococcal  Meningitis  .... 

Erysipelas  

Measles  

TOTALS  
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CANCER  DEATHS— 1960 
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Pancreas  ... 
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Colon  

Rectum 

| Bladder  
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Abdominal  Wall 

| Breast  

1 

| Uterus  

1 

Fallopian  tube  ... 

Prostate  ...  ... 

Cerebral  Tumour 
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Alveolar  Margin 

Reticulum  Cell  ... 

Multiple 
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Multiple 
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CANCER  DEATHS— LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS— 1947-1960 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

1947 

JM 

IF 

6 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

JM 

IF 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1949 

JM 

IF 

12 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1950 

|M 

IF 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1951 

JM 

IF 

7 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

JM 

IF 

12 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1953 

JM 

(F 

21 

1 

14 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1954 

- 

[M 

IF 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1955 

: 

[M 

IF 

16 

1 

4 

4 

6 

1 

2 

1956 

J 

CM 

(F 

17 

8 

3 

4 

2 

1957 

. 

[M 

IF 

10 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1958 

JM 

IF 

18 

10 

3 

2 

3 

1959 

{ 

M 

12 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1960 

fM 

IF 

13 

1 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1960 


! 

WARD  OR  PARISH 

Age  Groups 

Total 

Sex 

Clydach 

Craigcefnparc 

1 — 5 years 

2 

M 

F 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

1 
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CANCER  DEATHS  1946—1960 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGES 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 Year  _ 

1 — 4 Years  

— 

— 

- 



. 



5 — 14  Years 

1 





. 



_ __ 

15 — 24  Years  

2 

3 





_ ___ 

25 — 34  Years  

3 

1 





. 

35 — 44  Years  

1 

— 

1 

- 

. 

. 



45 — 54  Years 

2 

— 





1 





55 — 64  Years  ...... 

4 

1 



1 

1 

_ __ 



65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

1 





--  - 

Age  unknown  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

14 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 0.68  per  1,000  population. 


Death  Rate  from  this  Disease  : 0.093  per  1,000  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR,  1960 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

159 

176 

335 

34 

31 

65 

400 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 12.5  per  1,000  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR,  1960 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

• ■ 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

171 

181 

352 

35 

32 

67 

419 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 13.09  per  1,000  population. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  1948—1960 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 
Deaths 
All  Forms 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

18 

10 

28 

— 

1 

1 

29 

1949 

17 

4 

21 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1950 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

3 

23 

1951 

8 

8 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1952 

13 

3 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1953 

12 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1954 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

12 

1955 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1956 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1957 

5 

2 

7 

— 

2 

2 

9 

1958 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1959 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1- 

1 

1 

4 

1960 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 
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RAINFALL  IN  1960— AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

Number  of 
days  with 
.01  or  more 
recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January  

7.97 

22/1/60 

1.16 

19 

February  

7.98 

26/2/60 

1.79 

18 

March  

2.47 

12/3/60 

0.83 

10 

April  

5.56 

12/4/60 

1.07 

13 

May  

1.80 

23/5/60 

0.29 

10 

June 

4.02 

7/6/60 

1.5 

14 

July  

8.27 

16/7/60 

1.05 

25 

August  

7.19 

27/8/60 

1.82 

21 

September 

6.82 

2/9/60 

1.52 

19 

October  

6.87 

1/10/60 

0.83 

23 

November  

15.70 

10/11/60 

1.48 

26 

December * 

9.08 

3/12/60 

2.85 

22 

TOTALS 

83.73 

220 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches 
Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 

Once  more  we  wish  to  thank  Miss  Lily  Williams  for  supplying 
this  information. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1960 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  my 
Annual  Report  for  1960. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectorate  has  been  engaged  during  the 
year  in  applying  the  various  statutes  and  regulations  that  govern 
and  control  our  environmental  health  conditions.  This  work 
constitutes  the  operation  of  the  general  services  for  which  this 
section  of  the  Department  is  responsible  but  at  the  same  time 
the  report  indicates  the  incursions  that  have  been  made  into  new 
fields  of  work. 

Housing  developments  have  taken  a new  turn  during  the  year 
through  the  submission  of  clearance  areas  as  distinct  from  the 
individual  unfit  action  that  has  characterised  post-war  procedure 
in  this  area.  At  the  same  time  existing  properties  capable  of  repair 
have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  and  Rents  Acts. 

Air  pollution  is  a subject  of  increasing  importance  and  as 
well  as  the  routine  activity  the  report  refers  to  action  taken  in 
specific  instances.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse 
has  proceeded  without  complaint  or  difficulty  save  that  of 
obtaining  adequate  labour.  The  service  continues  on  its 
accustomed  lines  and  has  from  time  to  time  extended  wherever 
practicable.  The  public  is  becoming  increasingly  litter  conscious 
and  this  is  evidenced  by  the  public  demand  for  litter  bins  to  be 
sited  at  places  in  addition  to  those  already  served. 

In  accordance  with  the  government’s  slaughterhouse  policy 
the  required  report  was  prepared  during  the  year.  The  premises 
concerned  have  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  the  complete 
inspection  of  previous  years  has  been  maintained. 


PART  1.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Inspections  for  the  Year,  1960. 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  

(c)  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc 

(d)  Factories  and  Workplaces 

(e)  Verminous  Premises  

(f)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and 

Butchers’  Shops)  


...  4,508 
...  149 

18 

...  129 

...  114 

...  2,382 
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(g)  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1950  1,346 

(h)  Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950  602 

(i)  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  163 

(j)  Meat  Inspection — see  appropriate  section  of  report. 

Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

(i)  Direct  Labour  Collection. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  This  is  a service  which  must 
operate  with  reasonable  frequency  and  punctuality.  The  public 
justifiably  complains  if  either  of  these  factors  diminish  and  as 
well  as  the  inconvenience  caused  this  invariably  results  in  refuse 
being  dumped  indiscriminately  because  of  lack  of  storage  space. 
When,  however,  a high  standard  of  collection  is  regularly 
maintained  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  indiscriminate  dumping 
which  is  seen  in  certain  parts  of  the  district.  The  passing  of  the 
Litter  Act  has  materially  aided  the  department  as  public  notices 
placed  on  these  sites  usually  result  in  a cessation  of  the  practice. 

The  post-war  years  have  brought  circumstances  which  require 
a review  of  collection  methods.  These  circumstances  are  the 
change  in  refuse  composition  and  the  increase  in  road  traffic.  The 
change  in  composition  has  been  marked  by  the  diminution  of  ash 
content  and  an  increase  in  light  weight  waste  such  as  containers, 
paper,  and  other  packages.  The  increase  of  road  traffic 
particularly  in  an  area  such  as  ours  has  made  the  task  of  the 
loaders  more  hazardous  than  before.  The  Council’s  collection 
system  has  for  the  last  25  years  been  based  on  side  loading 
vehicles.  In  pre-war  circumstances  they  were  adequate  and 
efficient.  Having  regard  to  the  two  factors  mentioned  above, 
however,  it  is  found  in  practice  that  side  loading  vehicles  create 
dangers  for  loaders  working  on  the  off-side  while  their  non- 
compressible  construction  causes  them  to  fill  quickly.  The  only 
solution  and  one  which  the  Council  has  undertaken  to  consider 
for  the  future  is  an  end  loading  vehicle  with  a compression 
system  incorporated.  This  will  create  an  undoubted  improvement 
both  for  the  workers  and  in  reducing  the  number  of  journeys  to 
the  tip. 

Litter  bins  have  been  sited  at  all  the  main  centres  and 
although  frequently  emptied  are  proving  inadequate.  Such 
circumstances  are  welcome  however,  in  that  without  these  bins 
the  contents  would  undoubtedly  be  deposited  on  the  street. 
Members  of  the  Council,  Parish  Council  and  individuals  have 
made  suggestions  regarding  new  sites  for  bins  and  these  are 
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welcomed  both  for  the  interest  that  they  indicate  as  well  as  for 
the  information  they  provide. 

(ii)  Refuse  Disposal. 

No  new  disposal  sites  have  been  commenced  during  the  year 
and  information  regarding  existing  sites  are  contained  in  the 
accompanying  schedule.  Tips  are  at  present  levelled  by  hand 
with  mechanical  equipment  being  hired  for  the  final  levelling.  The 
decision  of  the  Authority  to  purchase  earth  moving  equipment 
for  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  will  make  available 
mechanical  aid  for  refuse  disposal  and  will  be  of  undoubted  value. 

As  in  previous  years  it  is  necessary  again  to  make  reference 
to  tip  fence  damage  by  farm  animals.  In  spite  of  these  tips  being 
fenced  with  barbed  wire  and  close  mesh  pig  wire  there  is  evidence 
that  they  are  being  damaged  and  that  animals  are  thereby  gaining 
access  to  the  refuse. 

(iii)  Refuse  Costing. 

The  Authority  has  again  provided  refuse  costing  information 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  as  one  of  the 
57  selected  districts.  As  in  previous  years  the  figures  indicate 
that  costs  in  this  area  are  well  within  both  the  national  average 
and  the  average  for  rural  districts. 

(iv)  Contracts. 

Contract  collections  continued  at  Velindre,  Gamswllt, 
Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr,  Cwmcerdinen  and  Tynyberllan.  These 
areas  constitute  but  a fraction  of  the  whole  district  but  as  they 
cannot  be  served  by  a direct  labour  collection  the  present  system 
satisfactorily  ensures  regular  removal  of  household  refuse. 

(b)  NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  two 
areas  below,  the  number  of  pails  collected  annually  being  also 
indicated. 


Area 

Rhiwfawr 
Ynysymond  ... 


No.  of  Pails  Removed 
during  the  year  1960 


2,728 

5,308 


8,036 
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Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  that  portion 
of  Rhiwfawr  which  could  not  be  included  in  the  post-war  sewerage 
scheme,  at  Glais,  Cilybebyll  and  Velindre.  The  number  of  houses 
is  small  and  the  areas  consist  of  those  where  sewering  is  either 
impracticable  or  financially  prohibitive.  Collection  in  all  cases 
is  weekly  and  disposal  effected  by  the  contractor. 

The  Council’s  projected  small  schemes  in  the  Cilybebyll  area 
and  at  Ynysymond  will  undoubtedly  lower  still  further  the  very 
small  percentage  of  houses  in  the  area  without  sewerage  facilities. 

(c)  STREET  CLEANING. 

The  County  Council  as  a Highway  Authority  is  responsible 
for  the  cleansing  of  highways  in  so  far  as  traffic  is  concerned.  The 
duty  of  removing  other  matters  in  the  interest  of  public  health 
is  that  of  the  sanitary  authority,  in  this  case  the  rural  district 
council.  In  accordance  with  the  alternatives  set  out  in  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1936,  the  County  Council  in  this  area  assumes 
with  your  Council’s  approval  the  removal  of  all  deposited  material 
in  streets  and  is  in  turn  reimbursed  by  this  Council  on  an  agreed 
basis.  The  basis  of  repayment  is  applicable  to  county  districts 
in  the  whole  of  Glamorgan  and  has  been  agreed  to  by  the 
authorities  concerned. 

The  old  system  of  street  cleaning  employed  by  the  County 
Council,  was  that  of  the  street  orderly  or  “ lengthman  ” who  was 
responsible  for  a specific  area  which  was  cleansed  by  orderly  cart 
and  brush.  Lack  of  labour  has  according  to  County  Council 
statements  necessitated  mechanization  of  the  service  and  Lewin 
road  sweepers  are  now  used.  The  introduction  of  litter  bins  in 
this  area  has  done  much  to  reduce  the  amount  of  material 
deposited  in  streets  by  passers-by.  The  contents  of  the  bins  are 
emptied  by  rural  district  refuse  collection  services. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  the 
Department  has  during  the  year  implemented  where  applicable 
the  provisions  of  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  for  all  power  factories  and  the 
wider  provisions  of  the  Act  for  the  few  non-powered  premises 
that  remain.  Your  Officers  have  in  recent  years  worked  closely 
with  the  Fire  Prevention  section  of  the  County  Fire  Service.  It 
seems  likely  that  in  the  very  near  future,  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  will  be  by  statute  the  responsibility  of  county  and  county 
borough  fire  services.  Having  regard  to  the  complex  nature  of 
modern  fire  prevention  and  to  the  extensive  size  of  modem  factories 
the  opinion  is  offered  that  the  transference  of  functions  to  this 
expert  body  is  to  be  commended. 
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Rodent  Destruction. 


The  past  year  has  seen  a great  increase  in  the  number  of 
complaints  of  rodent  infestation,  which  has  resulted  in  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  treatments.  The 
infestation  increase  was  at  first  thought  to  be  local  but  general 
inquiries  made  have  indicated  that  the  same  situation  obtains  in 
other  areas.  Expert  opinion  on  this  matter  indicates  the  increase 
to  be  due  to  two  principal  causes  ; the  first  is  the  mild  winter 
which  extends  breeding  later  into  the  year  and  at  the  same  time 
enables  it  to  be  commenced  earlier  in  the  succeeding  year.  The 
second  cause  is  the  increasing  number  of  food  scraps  made 
available  to  the  rodents. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  is  no  case  of  “ resistance  ” 
to  the  poisons  used  as  occurs  in  the  case  of  insects  and  this  is  a 
welcome  point  for  the  number  of  poisons  that  may  be  safely  used 
are  limited  and  Health  Departments  are  naturally  anxious  to  avoid 
dispersing  chemicals  which  could  be  of  danger  to  the  public  in 
general.  The  treatments  of  this  Authority  are  apart  from  sewer 
treatments  almost  excessively  confined  to  the  use  of  “ Warfarin.” 
This  is  generally  non-poisonous  to  human  beings  and  domestic 
animals  and  may  therefore  be  used  with  safety. 

Sewers  are  treated  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry 
requirements  and  the  accompanying  table  indicates  steps  taken 
both  generally  and  in  respect  of  sewers  during  the  year  under 
review.  Action  taken  during  the  year  has  been  informal  and 
there  has  been  no  necessity  to  implement  the  provisions  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  Members  of  the  public 
generally  are  glad  of  the  assistance  of  the  Department  and  have 
shown  willing  co-operation. 


HOUSING,  REPAIR,  OVERCROWDING  AND  DEMOLITION. 

(a)  Repair. 

Principal  action  for  repair  has  again  mainly  rested  on  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  While  resolutions  to 
institute  proceedings  have  been  obtained  landlords  have  almost 
invariably  complied  with  the  notices  prior  to  court  proceedings 
being  instituted.  The  Rents  Act  has  caused  formal  action  to  be 
taken  in  16  cases  but  while  no  details  are  available  to  the 
Department  is  is  believed  that  private  negotiation  between 
landlord  and  tenant  has  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  resulted 
in  repairs  being  executed  in  return  for  the  rent  being  raised  to 
the  permitted  level. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION, 


Combined  Figures 

Total 

Baits 

Laid 

2,790 

3,501 

1 

342 

2,439 

1 

6,306 

1,923 

3,906 

1,977 

1 

3,282 

1 26,817 

L 

Total 
No.  of 
Baiting 
Points 

1 

930 

M67  1 

r- 

114  | 

m 
»— ■< 
00 

o 

rf 

641 

o 

ON 

IT', 

NO 

1,094 

1 8,939  ^ 

Total 
Premises 
and  Manholes 
T reated 

186 

r- 

o 

xt- 

56  | 

224  | 

l 99 

25  | 

l 061 

086 

Sewer  Baiting 

No.  of 
Baits 
Laid 

426 

186 

1 

1 

1 

357 

63 

120 

1 

342 

1,494 

No.  of 
Manholes 
T reated 

142 

62 

l 

l 

1 

119 

<N 

O 

TT 

1 

498 

J 

Premises  treated , including 
Refuse  Tips,  Brooks,  River  Banks 

No.  of 
Baits 
Laid 

2,364 

3,315 

351 

342 

i 

2,439 

5,949 

O 

NO 

OO 

3,786 

1,977 

2,940 

25,323 

No.  of 
Baiting 
Points 

- 

OO 

00 

1,105 

r- 

813  | 

1,983  1 

620 

1,262 

659 

980 

8,441 

No. 

Treated 

3 

45  | 

r* 

56 

105 

45 

15  1 

25 

76 

482 

Ward!  Parish 

Clydach  .....  

Gollionen 

Mawr  

Ynisymond  

Cilybebyll  

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

Godrergraig  

Alltygrug  ; 

Cwmllynfell  

Caegurwen  

TOTALS  _ _ _ 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Granted  8 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlord  ...  1 

Number  of  Certificates  Cancelled  During  Year  ...  7 

(b)  Overcrowding. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  gross  overcrowding  of  pre- 
war years  is  seldom  a feature  of  housing  conditions  in  this  area 
today.  Individual  unfit  action  results  in  a closure  of  the  smaller 
cottages  and  the  resultant  increase  in  average  house  size  and  the 
smaller  families  which  are  a feature  of  post-war  years  causes 
overcrowding  on  a gross  scale  to  be  a thing  of  the  past.  The 
present  day  ministerial  emphasis  appears  to  be  laid  more  heavily 
upon  slum  clearance.  Should  this  result  in  a diminishing  number 
of  houses  being  built  for  general  need  then  the  absence  of 
speculative  building  in  the  area  is  likely  to  cause  young  couples 
to  take  up  shared  accommodation  and  overcrowding  might  again 
result  due  to  multi  occupation  rather  than  to  an  inadequate  house 
occupied  by  a large  family. 

(c)  Demolition  and  Closure. 

The  main  activity  of  your  Authority  under  this  section  has 
in  the  past  year  concentrated  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Swansea 
Valley.  This  is  due  to  two  facts.  The  first  is  that  being  industrially 
developed  at  an  earlier  date  than  the  rest  of  the  area  the  houses 
are  older  and  therefore  fall  within  this  category  at  an  earlier  date. 
The  second  fact  lies  in  the  narrowness  and  instability  of  the  valley. 
The  narrow  nature  of  the  valley  has  necessitated  houses  to  be 
built  on  the  steep  slopes  and  land  movement  in  that  area  has 
caused  subsidence  which  in  turn  has  rendered  a number  of  houses 


WARD 

Closing 

Order 

Demolition 

Order 

Undertaking 

Accepted 

Undertakings 

Cancelled 

Cilybebyll  . . ., 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Alltygrug  

— 

— 

5 

2 

Rhvndwyclydach 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Gellionen  

1 

— 

3 

— 

Caegurwen  

— 

1 

5 

— 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Cwmllynfell  

— 

— 

3 

— 

Ynysymond  

— 

— 

— 

1 

Godrergraig  

— 

2 

1 

— 

Mawr  

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

29 

6 
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dangerous  for  human  habitation.  The  survey  of  Godre’rgraig  and 
Ystalyfera  referred  to  in  the  previous  report  has  proceeded  during 
the  year.  It  has  resulted  in  two  clearance  areas  Godre’rgraig  No. 
1 and  2 being  declared  and  carried  through  to  completion  and 
preliminary  action  taken  to  schedule  the  whole  of  Cwmtawe  Place. 
While  the  land  slip  conditions  are  a contributory  factor  the 
principal  reason  for  the  action  lies  in  the  age  and  condition  of 
the  houses  which  are  mainly  of  terraced  type  having  extensive 
dilapidations  and  no  amenities.  It  is  likely  that  much  of  the 

Council’s  activity  in  the  next  few  years  will  perforce  be 
concentrated  on  conditions  in  these  areas. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  585 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,846 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation 34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  487 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  109 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  105 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  to 
repair  were  accepted  ... 

(3)  Undertakings  cancelled  

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  


Housing  Act,  1957— Part  L— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  


(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  


(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  ot 
overcrowding  


(o)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area  was  registered 
as  a suitable  premises.  There  is  little  casual  use  and  conditions 
are  well  up  to  standard. 


Land  Charges. 

A total  of  372  land  charges  inquiries  were  dealt  with 
departmentally  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  on  Ward 


basis  as  follows  : — 

Ynysymond 

4 

Gellionen  

26 

Cilybebyll  

59 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

76 

Craigcefnparc 

15 

Alltygrug  

58 

Godrergraig 

15 

Caegurwen  

45 

Cwmllynfell 

19 

Clydach  

50 

Velindre/Garnswllt  ... 

5 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Air  may  be  polluted  chemically  by  fumes  or  physically  by 
dust  and  grit.  There  is  little  to  choose  between  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  arising  from  each  type  of  pollution.  A number  of 
complaints  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  through  public 
complaints  and  official  observation.  In  two  instances  complaints 
arose  from  coal  mining  activity.  In  one  case  some  thousands  of 
tons  of  duff  was  stock  piled  and  was  being  dispersed  to 
surrounding  houses  by  wind.  Negotiations  with  responsible 
authorities  has  caused  a concentration  on  the  reduction  of  the 
stock  pile.  In  another  instance  open  cast  mining  gave  rise  to 
complaints  of  dust  entering  houses  and  schools.  Site  watering 


Air  Pollution  Recording  Results 


Month 

Deposited  Matter 
Tons  per  sq.  mile 

Mg.  of  SO  if  day  collected  by  100  sq.cm, 
of  Batch  A PbO 2 ( louvered  cover) 

Council  Offices 
Pontardawe 

County  Yard 
Clydach 

January 

17.77 

1.04 

0.93 

February 

16.93 

0.89 

0.81 

March 

7.54 

0.87 

0.90 

April 

12.57 

— 

0.68 

May 

14.23 

0.66  (High  St. 

0.55 

June 

10.67 

0.42  Clydach) 

0.50 

July 

11.50 

0.32  (Heol-y-Nant) 

0.44 

August 

6.87 

0.36 

0.34 

September  . . . 

6.44 

0.38 

0.44 

October 

7.20 

0.78 

0.51 

November  ... 

26.42 

0.71 

0.85 

December 

14.54 

0.85  (Heol-y-Nant) 

0.78 
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provided  a partial  solution  while  an  avoidance  of  working  during 
unsatifactory  wind  conditions  aided  further  in  reducing  the 
nuisance. 

The  disposal  of  waste  matter  often  gives  rise  for  complaint. 
When  the  waste  matter  is  highly  inflammable  and  burned  in  the 
open  in  extensive  amounts  then  complaint  by  residents  is  a natural 
outcome.  The  site  concerned  was  a few  yards  outside  the  area 
of  this  authority  but  the  resulting  nuisance  had  its  effect  within. 
As  the  development  was  unplanned  your  Council  became  objectors 
to  the  subsequent  planning  application  which  was  refused  by  the 
Planning  Authority  and  the  refusal  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on 
appeal. 

The  air  pollution  recording  instruments  consist  of  a deposit 
gauge  and  two  sulphur  dioxide  recorders  and  monthly  observations 
have  been  continued  through  the  year  the  results  being  shown  on 
page  47. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(1)  Milk. 

The  whole  of  the  rural  district  is  now  within  an  area  where 
the  sale  of  designated  milk  only  is  permitted.  While  most  of  the 
milk  retailed  is  pasteurised,  there  are  to  a lesser  degree  sales  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk.  All  milk  premises  falling  within  the 
purview  of  local  authorities  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
are  found  to  be  satisfactory.  When  in  the  immediate  post-war 
years  the  sale  of  locally  produced  milk  gave  way  to  milk  treated 
and  bottled  at  large  plants  outside  the  area  there  were  certain 
initial  defects  in  the  scheme.  These  were  connected  with  the 
points  at  which  milk  was  deposited  by  the  large  firms  for  collection 
by  local  retailers.  The  position  has  now  substantially  improved 
and  there  is  no  cause  for  comment. 

Samples  are  being  taken  from  these  supplies  during  the  year 
to  determine  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  and  for  biological 
examination  to  ensure  freedom  from  tubercle  bacilli. 


Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk 

shops  during  the  year 

(b)  Number  of  Dairies  which  were  internally  recondition- 
ed, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc.  erected 

(c)  New  dairies  erected  
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(d)  Number  of  Dairies  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 
of  informal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  Department  continued  to  maintain  complete  inspection 
of  all  meat  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  at  the  four 
slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  Two  of  these  premises  were  privately 
owned  and  two  operated  by  the  Authority  as  public  abattoirs. 

The  appended  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  inspected 
during  the  year  and  the  reasons  for  which  the  stated  weights  of 
offal  and  organs  were  condemned.  The  low  incidence  of 
tuberculous  infections  among  pigs  and  bovines  referred  to  in  the 
last  report  is  again  a matter  worthy  of  comment.  As  in  previous 
years  parasitic  infections  were  responsible  for  the  condemnation 
of  the  greater  proportion  of  organs,  principally  liver  and  lungs. 
The  incidence  of  liver  fluke  is  because  of  its  life  cycle  closely 
related  to  wet  pastures.  An  improvement  in  agricultural  drainage 
is  gradually  effecting  a reduction  in  the  disease. 


Slaughterhouse  Regulations. 

During  the  year  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  were  met  at  the  four  slaughterhouses  in  order 
to  discuss  the  preparation  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Report.  This 
has  now  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  The 
appointed  day  approved  by  your  Council  is  January  1st,  1963. 
By  this  date  all  slaughterhouses  will  be  subject  to  the  full 
regulations  and  compliance  will  have  to  be  achieved  before  that 
date. 


It  is  considered  by  your  Authority  that  the  four 
slaughterhouses  provide  within  the  foreseeable  future  adequate 
slaughtering  facilities  for  the  area.  It  was  originally  intended  to 
continue  the  two  public  slaughterhouses  in  local  authority 
ownership  but  the  Council  during  the  year  resolved  that  the  lease 
of  the  premises  at  Cwmgors  be  not  renewed  and  later  decided 
similarly  with  regard  to  the  public  slaughterhouse  at  Ystalyfera. 
The  former  slaughterhouse  therefore  passed  to  private  ownership 
prior  to  the  submission  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Report  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  an  application  to  licence  the  Ystalyfera  slaughter- 
house privately  will  be  received  in  due  course.  The  Report  states 
the  opinion  of  the  Authority  that  the  four  slaughterhouses  are 
capable  of  being  brought  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
regulations. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  and  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  the  period 
1st  January,  1960  to  31st  December,  1960. 


No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  A 
Inspected 


Bo  vines 


Steers 

560 

Heifers 

524 

Cows/ Bulls 

403 

1,487 

Organ 

Involved 


Disease 


No.  of  Animals 
Affected 


Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
(lbs.) 


Liver 


Lungs 


Heart 


Head  & 
Tongue 


Head 


Tongue 

Kidney 


Spleen 


Carcase 


(a)  Distomatosis 

(b)  Cirrhosis/ Necrosis 

(c)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(d)  Telangiectasis 

(e)  Physiological 
Degeneration 

(f)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

(g)  Abscesses 

(h)  Bacterial  Necrosis 

(i)  Malformation 

(j)  Carcinoma 

(k)  Melanosis 


(a)  Pleurisy 

(b)  Pneumonia 

(c)  Carcinoma 

(d)  Abscesses 

(e)  Emphysema 

(f)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(g)  Cysticercus  Bovis 


(a)  Abscess 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

(c)  Carcinoma 

(d)  Pericarditis 


(a)  Actinobacillosis 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

(c)  Abscess 

(d)  Tuberculosis 


(a)  Actinobacillosis 

(b)  Carcinoma 

(c)  Abscesses 


Actinobacillosis 


(a)  Hydronephrosis 

(b)  N"phritis 

(c)  Abscesses 


(a)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(b)  Cysticercus  Bovis 

(c)  Abscesses 

(d)  Carcinoma 


(a)  Bruising 

(b)  Carcinoma 

(c)  Peritonitis 


279 

398 

47 

31 

1 

6 

73 

2 

1 

1 

1 


39 

12 

1 

95 

9 

70 

6 


7 

6 

1 

2 


4 

2 

3 


1,622 

2,648 

762 

416 

14 

103 

645 

33 

6 

26 

8 


379 

139 

28 

925 

120 

932 

90 


6 

36 

6 

6 


164 

183 

30 

70 


109 

36 

62 


30 


37 

6 

10 


26 

32 

24 

6 


15 

60 

10 
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No.  of  Animali 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of  Animals 
Affected 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
(lbs.) 

Pigs 

Liver 

(a)  Parasitic 

671 

1326 

(No.  incl. 

(b)  Hepatitis 

2 

8 

Sows, 

(c)  Inflammation 

1 

4 

Boars, 

(d)  Bacterial  Necrosis 

2 

8 

etc. 

(e)  Abscesses 

18 

47 

2,514 

(f)  Hydatid  Cysts 

2 

7 

Lungs 

(a)  Pleurisy 

5 

13 

(b)  Parasitic 

372 

392 

(c)  Pneumonia 

569 

968 

(d)  Congestion 

12 

27 

(e)  Emphysema 

5 

21 

(f)  Effusion 

2 

2 

Heart 

(a)  Pericarditis 

58 

29 

Head 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

61 

554 

(b)  Abscess 

1 

2 

Kidneys 

(a)  Hydronephrosis 

3 

3 

(b)  Nephritis 

2 

2 

Carcase 

(a)  Bruising 

1 

8 

Calves 

Lungs 

(a)  Pneumonia 

16 

24 

746 

(b)  Abscess 

1 

3 

(cl  Melanosis 

1 

2 

(d)  Petechial 

Haemorrhages 

2 

7 

Liver 

(a)  Abscess 

1 

2 

Kidneys 

(a)  Nephritis 

2 

1 

Diaphragm 

(a)  Peritonitis 

1 

2 

Carcase 

(a)  Immature 

1 

12 

Sheep 

Lungs 

(a)  Pneumonia 

2,347 

1,563 

Including 

(b)  Pleurisy 

24 

38 

Ewes, 

(c)  Congestion 

66 

79 

Rams, 

(d)  Abscesses 

29 

36 

Lambs 

(e)  Hydatid  Cysts 

366 

474 

26,012 

(f)  Parasites 

5,974 

3,098 

(g)  Melanosis 

63 

68 

Liver 

(a)  Parasites 

4,854 

3,869 

(b)  Abscesses 

2,109 

806 

(cl  Hvdatid  Cysts 

367 

736 

(d)  Cirrhosis/Necrosis 

92 

173 

Heart 

Pericarditis 

11 

9 

Kidney 

(a)  Abscesses 

5 

14 

(b)  Hydronephrosis 

6 

15 

Carcase 

(a)  Bruising 

3 

19 

(b)  Arthritis 

3 

18 

(c)  Emaciation 

5 

62 

(d)  Septicaemia 

1 

35 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  : 30,759 
Total  weight  of  meat  condemned:  24,512  lbs. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  is  again  high  enough  to  enable  the 
Council  to  obtain  a Ministry  grant  towards  the  cost  of  inspection. 
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Food  Hygiene. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  reports  that  during 
1960  there  were  6,428  reported  incidences  of  food  poisoning  in 
England  and  Wales.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  figure  refers  to 
outbreaks  and  not  to  persons.  Of  the  persons  affected  25  died. 
The  suffering,  loss  of  work  and  the  drain  upon  health  resources 
resulting  from  these  outbreaks  is  regrettable  when  so  much  of  it 
is  remediable.  There  were  no  reported  outbreaks  in  the  area 
during  1960  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  numerous  individuals 
suffer  the  typical  symptoms  of  food  poisoning  without  seeking 

medical  advice. 

There  is  an  increasing  trend  towards  refrigerated  food  storage 
both  in  the  form  of  large  refrigerators  and  also  with  low 
temperature  display  cabinets.  This  is  a welcome  trend  as  it  holds 
the  food  below  the  temperature  where  multiplication  of  bacteria 
occurs  and  also  protects  it  from  customer  contamination. 
Inspections  show,  however,  that  there  is  a need  to  educate  traders 
in  the  usage  of  low  temperature  cabinets.  The  manufacturers  of 
foods  require  storage  at  0%  Fahrenheit  but  only  too  often  is  the 
cabinet  so  piled  with  goods  that  some  are  inevitably  above  the 
level  at  which  temperature  control  is  effective.  As  well  as  this 
infrequent  defrosting  prevents  the  cabinet  from  maintaining 
adequate  low  temperatures.  Traders  in  the  area  who  use  such 
cabinets  are  advised  as  to  the  correct  procedures. 

The  mobile  food  trader  is  less  of  a problem  in  this  area  than 
in  some  others  but  it  has  given  cause  here  too  for  some  concern. 
Such  mobile  food  shops  are  outside  the  purview  of  the  Shops  Act 
and  as  well  do  not  fall  within  the  definition  of  “ premises  ” under 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  its  regulations.  It  is  felt  that 
mobile  traders  should  be  subjected  fully  to  the  same  regulations 
as  those  applying  to  fixed  shops. 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  by  Type  of  Business. 

Number  of  Shops 


Bakers  and  Pastrycooks  (Including  all  bread 

and  flour  confectioners) 

Butchers  (Including  Pork  Butchers) 

Coffee,  Milk  and  Snack  Bars  

Confectioners  (Sweets  and  Chocolates) 

(Including  Theatres,  Cinemas,  Departmental 
Stores,  Newsagents,  etc.) 

Fishmongers  : Wet  

Fried  

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  (Excluding  Stall 
Holders  and  Hawkers)  ... 

Grocers,  Tea  and  Provision  Dealers 
Restaurants  and  Cafes  (Unlicensed) 


12 

46 

16 

141 


19 

22 

91 

203 

7 
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Icecream. 

Samples  of  icecream  taken  during  the  year  have  in  the  main 
proved  satisfactory.  The  product  marketed  by  national  firms  is 
hygienically  packed  and  if  properly  stored  is  of  a satisfactory 
content.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  very  few  premises 
within  the  area  manufacturing  icecream.  The  reference  to  mobile 
food  shops  also  applies  to  the  mobile  icecream  van  and  warnings 
were  issued  in  two  instances  to  retailers  from  outside  the  area 
who  retailed  within.  The  Department’s  requirements  were 
promptly  complied  with. 

Licensed  Premises. 

A further  survey  of  all  licensed  premises  in  the  area  was 
carried  out  during  November.  As  a result  of  the  defects  noted 
many  improvements  have  been  carried  out  by  the  owners  and  a 
complete  reconstruction  effected  in  two  cases.  In  no  instance  was 
it  necessary  to  serve  a formal  notice  as  the  brewers  concerned 
were  prepared  to  carry  out  all  the  works  required. 

Unfit  Foods. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  and  found  to 
be  unsound,  and  surrendered  voluntarily  for  condemnation  : 


Bacon  

...177  lbs. 

Jellies  

..  6 Pkts. 

Chickens  (Fresh)  .... 

..  265  lbs. 

Jams  

....  14  lb. 

Chickens  (Canned)  .. 

....14  lbs. 

Liquid  Pectin  

17  Bots. 

Cheese 

...  78  lbs. 

Meat  (Fresh)  

..  90  lbs. 

Cheese  (Wrapped) 

12  pkts. 

Meat  (Canned)  

115  Tins 

Fish  Cakes  (Frozen) 

2 pkts. 

Meat  Bulk  Canned 

260  lbs. 

Fish  (Frozen 

. . 25  pkts. 

Meat  Joints  (Frozen) 

3 Pkts. 

Fish  (Canned)  

. 25  Tins 

Meat  Pies  (Frozen) 

2 Pkts. 

Fruit 

. ...  8 Jars 

Mousse  (Frozen)  

15  Pkts. 

Fruit  (Canned)  

272  Tins 

Vegetables  (Frozen) 

12  Pkts. 

Foods  (Canned)  

194  Tins 

Disinfection. 


The  Department  has  continued  its  disinfection  service 
particularly  in  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Clothing  and  bedding  is 
collected  by  van  and  returned  as  promptly  as  possible,  terminal 
disinfection  of  the  room  concerned  having  been  effected  following 
removal. 

1.  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases  126 

2.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise 

disinfected  16 

3.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  disinfected  ...  5 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  ...  1 
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Disinfestation. 

The  disinfestation  service  provided  by  the  Department  is 
normally  called  upon  to  deal  with  such  common  place  problems 
as  flies  and  beetles.  Within  this  area  bed  bug  infestation  has 
decreased  to  such  a degree  that  it  is  a rarity.  The  popularity  of 
the  service,  however,  is  such  that  the  Department  is  being 
increasingly  called  upon  to  assist  in  infestations  of  an  unusual 
nature.  They  range  from  infestation  by  carpet  beetle  to  the 
findings  of  large  numbers  of  snakes  in  close  proximity  to  inhabited 
houses.  The  aid  of  entomological  experts  has  been  sought  when 
necessary  in  identifying  insects  in  order  that  the  best  means  of 
eradication  may  be  effected. 

Reference  was  made  in  a previous  report  to  the  problem  of 
“ resistance  ” in  insects.  This  enables  them  to  survive  toxic  doses 
far  above  normal  and  tends  to  widen  the  search  for  insecticides  to 
realms  where  public  danger  might  result.  While  no  instance  of 
resistance  of  any  significant  degree  has  so  far  been  found  in  this 
area  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  all  insecticides  used  are  in  so 
far  as  is  practicable  non-toxic.  The  fact  that  pyrethrins  have 
for  a number  of  years  formed  the  main  basis  of  attack  in  this 
district  may  account  for  the  lack  of  resistance  noted. 

There  is  nothing  so  disturbing  to  a householder  or  a trader 
than  an  infestation  which  it  is  beyond  his  power  to  control  and 
for  this  reason  the  Department’s  disinfestation  service  is  felt  to 
be  playing  a worthwhile  part  in  your  Council’s  organization. 

Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides. 

Disinfectant  (Liquid)  38  tins 

Disinfectant  Soap  58  lbs. 

PART  II.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority 
and  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually 
required  is  herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1950. 

1.— Early  Closing. 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of  traders 
having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the  alternate  day 
The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation  of 
day  within  the  same  township.  The  community,  however,  appears 
to  be  well  served.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  ensure 
that  premises  open  for  the  sale  of  exempted  goods  do  not  sell 
articles  not  included  in  the  Schdule. 
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2.  — Closing  Hours. 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out 
in  the  Act. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
operate  within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being 
invalid,  due  to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

3.  — Sunday  Trading. 

It  has  been  noted  that  small  shops,  particularly  those  where 
mixed  sale  exists  and  where  there  are  housing  estates  near  are 
sometimes  tempted  to  infringe  the  Sunday  Trading  Provisions 
of  the  Act.  Visits  are  now  being  made  on  Sunday  to  various 
parts  of  the  area  in  order  to  ensure  that  statutory  provisions  are 
complied  with. 

4.  — Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Young 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally  observed  within 
the  area.  The  hours  of  work  of  these  young  persons  and  the 
conditions  of  their  employment  are  duly  investigated  during 
routine  inspections. 

No  matters  affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action 
under  the  above  Act  arose  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the 
Youth  Employment  Bureau  has  proved  of  much  assistance  in  the 
administration  of  these  provisions. 

5.  — Authorised  Officers. 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  first  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above 
Act. 

6 — General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work. 

During  1960,  602  inspections  were  made  for  matters  falling 
within  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  closing  and  the  provisions 
with  regard  to  Sunday  trading  are  being  observed,  visits  have  been 
made  during  the  evenings  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  general 
it  is  felt  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  respected. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Shops  Inspector. 
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